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Meetings: 

 

There will be a City Council Informational Meeting beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 

22, 2018 in Council Chambers.  Agendas are included in your Council Packets. 

 

Other Information: 

 

We have a pretty full agenda for this week’s informational meeting beginning with a request 

from the Age Friendly Committee for Council authorization to apply for grant funding to be 

administered by the City for purchase of residential lock-boxes for seniors and/or disabled 

residents. These lock boxes operate on the same principle as institutional/commercial lock-boxes 

which essentially give the Fire Department the ability to enter locked buildings without 

damaging entryways. The amount of the grant request is $14,000, which would allow for the 

purchase of 80 of them (as well as another 20 free ones as part of the program). They would be 

distributed to eligible residents on a first come-first serve basis. I think that this is a great 

program that could spur further interest to the benefit of many of our residents.   

 

The next item on the agenda deals with Council adopting a policy that would allow the city 

manager for special occasions to allow the consumption of beer and wine (or, as we say in the 

municipal licensing world “malt and vinous” beverages) in the community room only of the 

Lithgow Library. The immediate impetus for this recommendation is an anticipated visit to 

Augusta in April of Germany’s Consul General for the northeast United States. The Consul 

General will be here to recognize Cony High School’s exceptional German language program 

and he has expressed a desire to provide a case of German beer (to the adults, of course) at the 

social event we are planning for him at the library. This is not the first time that a reasonable 

request to serve beer or wine in the Lithgow community room has occurred. In the past, the 

Library trustees have hosted social events to thank donors or bring awareness to special projects 

and it would have been nice to allow them to serve wine. With reasonable limitations, I do not 

see this ever being a problem. 

 

And while we are on the topic of allowing such permission, we have several requests for beer 

tents and for a Chamber of Commerce brewers’ festival this summer – all of which sound 

exciting and most of which have been conducted successfully and without incident in the past. 

Specific information on those events is contained in this packet. 

 

On two of the items on the agenda – changes to the mass gathering ordinance and the charter 

review process – the City Attorney has prepared memoranda with recommendations. Those too  

are enclosed.          → Turn Page Over 
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Another item up for discussion on Thursday is the Water Street two-way traffic study. This I see 

as an introductory discussion for you so as to introduce the contents of the study and hear from 

the consultant who conducted it, the State’s Traffic Engineer Steve Landry, and City staff. It’s a 

complicated topic that I imagine will involve an extended community dialogue that begins with 

you. 

     

This afternoon, I attended a promotional ceremony at the Police Department where Officer Chris 

Blodgett was promoted from detective to patrol sergeant and Sgt. Chris Behr was promoted to 

head the Special Services Bureau. We can be proud of both of these veteran members of our PD 

for their many contributions to the department and community and the leadership example that 

they set. These promotional opportunities came about as a result of the recent retirements of Sgt. 

Danny Boivin and Lt. Chris Reed. 

 

C:  Department and Bureau Directors 

Legislative Delegation  


